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State Parks in Limbo
Michele Luna, Executive Director

As of this writing, we are still waiting to hear the fate of our State Parks in regards 
to the proposed budget released by the Governor in January. We do know the 
proposed budget contains an $11 million cut for State Parks in the coming fiscal 

year, which will grow to $22 million in permanent cuts to the Department. We also know 
this means park closures and additional service reductions, however a park closure list 
has not been released as of yet.  A statewide committee from State Parks was asked to 

submit their recommendations to the Director’s office, which in turn submitted their 
recommendations to the Governor’s office. We can expect that list will go through political 

scrutiny before it is released to the public. 

Obviously, State Parks are not alone in the budget crisis and many other agencies are waiting to 
see what will happen with the Governor’s proposal to put a tax extension measure on the June ballot. What is most concerning is 
the fact that if these taxes are not extended, the budget will be in much worse trouble and it could mean even greater cuts to State 
Parks. So, it is not a pretty picture and the solution is to come up with new, creative solutions to keeping our parks operating for the 
benefit of the people of California. 

Park Excellence Project 
In 2010, Stewards was asked to participate in a joint undertaking of the California State Parks Foundation and Save the Redwoods 
League to outline a vision of excellence for State Parks as we move into the 21st century. The project also made recommendations 
on how best to promote that vision. That  Park Excellence Project report has now been released and can be found on the California 
State Parks Foundation’s website (www.calparks.org).  The report calls for a community of partners, nonprofit, private, community, 
and governmental agencies to collaborate around a set of five core strategies.

Make Parks Relevant (creatively engaging and interacting with park visitors providing high quality hospitality and amenities and visibly 
showcasing the benefits of park use) 
Increase Access for All (helping Californians feel comfortable in nature, is easily reachable, growing the next generation of stewards and 
integrating with other education and recreational programs)

Defend Parklands and Resources (protecting our park system by legal tools, collaborat-
ing with other park systems, using science-based practices and engaging citizens in safeguard-
ing their parks) 
Broaden Leadership for Parks (cultivating diverse leadership, creating operational 
efficiencies, and encouraging collaborative approaches to ensuring a secure future for parks) 
Strengthening and Diversifying Funding (funded with stable public funding, philan-
thropic and nonprofit support and revenues generated by concessions and new businesses)

As a key nonprofit partner with State Parks in the Russian River District, Stewards is 
positioned well to continue our work providing quality interpretation for park visitors, 
providing amenities through our visitor centers, providing stewardship opportunities 
for the next generation, continuing our education and recreational programs, advocat-
ing for our State Parks locally and on a statewide level, and being ready to undertake 
new creative ways of assisting in operating our State Parks.  

We will be calling on our supporters to help us achieve these goals. Stewards is  
honored and proud to be a strong State Park partner for 26 years and we will contin-
ue to do all we can to keep our parks open and accessible to everyone. Our success 
is dependent on the 400 State Park volunteers who help us provide education and 
stewardship opportunities for the public in our parks. Thank you for your support!
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executive Director Report
Michele Luna, Stewards Executive Director

2011 Special Events
California State Park Foundation’s Earth Restoration and Cleanup 2011 
North Jenner Beach and Russian River Estuary Clean-up and Trail Work 
Presenting sponsor for our event is PG&E 
We thank the California State Parks Foundation for the $2700 grant they gave Stewards to put on this impor-
tant annual event. 
April 16 & 17, 2011, 8:30 (check-in) Event goes until 1:00 pm on Saturday and Sunday 
Snacks & Lunch will be provided; dress for the weather, wear sturdy shoes, bring gloves and water 
bottle; a shuttle will transport volunteers to the beach clean-up location. 
Registration is required at: http://calparks.org/programs/earth-day/  
Those wishing to participate in the paddle clean-up must contact Suki at watertreks@yahoo.com
In-Kind Sponsors: North Bay Corporation, Fresh Choice, Food for Humans, Whole Foods Market
Contact Stewards for more information: stewards@mcn.org or (707) 869-9177

Human Race - May 7, 2011, Registration: 6:30 am–7:45 am, Run: 8:00 am ,Walk: follow 
Stewards has signed up as a nonprofit to benefit from this event. We would appreciate your support if 
you are planning to walk or run in the race. All the information you need can be found on the event  
website at: http://www.humanracenow.org

Art in the Park & Wine in the Woods (no admission, parking fees apply)
Juried art exhibit, demonstrations and sale, fine wine and beer tasting, food for sale and entertainment
June 18, 2011 from 11 am – 4 pm, 
Armstrong Redwoods State Natural Reserve picnic area 
Artists are welcome to apply
Details:	$45 for entry/booth fee plus 25% of sales to Stewards, 75% to Artist.  Includes one comple-
mentary wine or beer glass and tastings.  Members of Stewards receive $5 off the artist entry fee. 
If interested in participating please send an email to stewards@mcn.org or call 707-869-9177 to be 
included in the application process or for further information and questions.

Golf and Give - The Links at Bodega Harbour - April 17 to 23rd 
Play golf at The Links at Bodega Harbour anytime during the week of April 17th thru 23rd and a portion of 
your green fees will be donated back to the Stewards of the Coast & Redwoods.  
Visit the home page of website to download the flyer, which you must present in order to do-
nate to Stewards.

Gourmet Hike & Wine in the Woods with Silent Auction 
Stroll through the Redwood for a food and wine tasting event with entertainment and a Silent Auction
June 9, 2011 from 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm 
This event has sold out the past two years. Tickets will go on sale mid-April. Check our website for 
details.

Old Grove Festival - (See page 7 for this year’s headliner and details)

As many of you know, I have been on disability since the end of January, healing from foot surgery. I 
am now back to work part-time and in the office a few hours a week. I am mostly working from 

home so I can keep up with my physical therapy and work towards achieving my goal of hiking in our 
beautiful State Parks within the next year. Thanks to those who have sent me cards and email mes-
sages. I really appreciate your support and concern. I am doing great and looking forward to the many 
events and activities that we are planning in the upcoming months.  We will be doing all we can to 
raise the money needed to keep our programs going and assist State Parks in new creative ways. We 
welcome anyone who wants to help with these events. We need planners, worker bees, sponsors, and 
volunteers on the day of the events. Contact me at mluna@mcn.org if you would like to help.
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CAL Report
Andrea Mapes, Supervising Ranger, CAL

While the gray whale migration continues into May on the California coast, 
signs of spring’s arrival are popping up at Armstrong Redwoods State Natural 

Reserve and Austin Creek State Recreation Area.  The creeks are running, flowers 
are blooming, and our volunteers are gearing up for the influx of visiting schools.  We 
welcome the colorful displays of Indian Warriors, Douglas Iris, Henderson’s Shooting 
Stars, Blue Dicks and other flora, as well as the visitors they attract.  

We are also pleased to welcome some new additions (or re-additions) to the Rus-
sian River District Team:  Tom Buggia and Tyler Langwell.  Tom returns to the Russian 
River District as a Heavy Equipment Mechanic after three years at Marin District.  In 
addition to his skills as a mechanic, he is a self-proclaimed “computer geek” which has 

come in handy on more than one 
occasion already.  Tyler’s “homecom-
ing” to Russian River District follows 
a five year absence while he gained 
invaluable skills and experience 
in the Santa Cruz and Monterey 
Districts as a Park Maintenance 
Assistant and Maintenance Worker 
I.  The District is excited to add these 
dedicated park professionals back to our team.  We encourage you to come out to 
the parks and enjoy the wonders of spring and meet our “new” staff.

Douglas Iris near Pond Farm

Tyler Langwell on Pool Ridge

Good Morning Ruby,

I wanted to write and thank you so much for the fabulous birding seminar on Saturday. I had gotten noti-
fication about the date change on your e-news or e-blast and signed right up. Of course, Peter Leveque is 
the great draw and he exceeded expectations in every way. Loved the skulls (and frozen, and then partially 
thawed) bird bodies, which is always fascinating. A bird I have always wanted to see was a Puffin and here 
was a Horned Puffin from the California coast! Admittedly, it was very dead, but hey, still it may be the 
closest I ever come to a bird on the wing.

 There were two things that Peter said in class which particularly resonated. He has such a great attitude, 
after being with him for just a few minutes you are swooning! Plus, he is so sensible, (not just about birds) 
and projects, but he does it effortlessly, and with such warmth and  
humanity. Even better than the bird tips and various bits of biology wisdom was his over all philosophy. Two 
examples: First he said, “what happens when you misidentify a bird? Do your binoculars implode and crumble? No!”

 And later, on the same theme, he said something along these lines as we were all gazing skyward, the name of the bird is good, but it is not the 
most important moment of the experience. The delight of being outside, that particular moment with the bird is what is paramount. Even if you 
never manage to get its correct name.

 Saying that, we have lived in Jenner for 10 years and now up at Timber Cove for almost 23 years, and on Saturday I saw a mature (and bonus 
points for this, an immature one right below that branch) Bald Eagle for the first time on the coast. Thanks to some crack birder who was in the 
class. That is two Bald eagles!  For over thirty years I have been looking up at every Osprey hoping for this. Thrilling.

 The warm afterglow of birding with Peter still lingers. I spent hours later that afternoon going through his very informative handouts, and cross 
referencing them with my bird books and now feel ignited with inspiration.

 Thanks again for facilitating such a superb program! And for giving so much joy.

Susanna

Birding Seminar with Peter Leveque
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for sale in the armstrong visitor center or on our website
DVD

$10 

Colonel James B. Armstrong, His Fam-
ily and His Legacy 
Authors: Doris Dickenson & Carmen 
Finley
$29.95

Parson Jones, The Life and Times of 
Reverend William Ladd Jones 
Authors: Doris Dickenson & Carmen 
Finley

$29.95

In Memory
Derrick Andrews 1932 – 2011

Barbara Lockwood, Derrick’s daughter

Heaven is a better place to live for our kind and loving father, Derrick Guy 
Andrews. After 92 years living on this earth, he joyfully entered heaven on Febru-
ary 21, 2011 during a day trip to Bodega Bay with his daughter, Marilyn.  His heart 
attack occurred while he was shopping at a nursery – very fitting because he loved 
plants and was involved all his life in nursery/gardening.

Derrick moved to Hollywood with his family from Medicine Hat, Alberta as a 
young boy – one of 7 children. He graduated from Hollywood High School in 1935 
and then worked at a plant nursery. He joined the navy after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, and served in the navy’s dental labs in San Diego until the war ended in 
1945. From 1943 to 1958, he was married to Charlene and together they had four 
children. During this time, Derrick began his 33 year career with the California 
State Parks, first serving at Big Sur. In his tenure, he also spent time at Armstrong 
Redwoods, Mt. Tamalpais, Samuel P. Taylor and MacKerricher State Beach. 

In 1966, Derrick started attending square dancing classes and met his second 
wife, Betty. The two fell in love and were married in 1967. They served God in a 
variety of capacities for the next 30 years, until her death in 2005. They both gener-
ously gave of their time, leading Good News Clubs in their home, facilitating various Bible studies, volunteering at Mount Gilead 
Bible Camp, and serving as active members with the Native Plant Society and the Audubon Society. Through the sales of Betty’s art 
work, they were able to support many missionaries throughout the world. Derrick and Betty were deeply committed to each other 
throughout their entire marriage until Betty passed away.

Following retirement, Derrick used his extensive knowledge and love of nature as a volunteer docent at Armstrong Redwoods 
State Park. He also loved to study the Bible, pray for his family and friends, take nature walks, work in the garden, eat out, complete 
jigsaw puzzles and attend summer Bible camps at Mount Hermon Christian Conference Center.

 
Derrick is survived by his four children: Marilyn, Michael, Bruce, and Barbara; his step-son Richard, seven grandchildren and sev-

eral great-grandchildren; and brothers Donald and David.

Editors note: Derrick is remembered fondly by many at Stewards as a wonderful interpreter who loved leading school children 
through the park. He was an active docent at the Armstrong Visitor Center and participated in the Friends of Armstrong Redwoods 
(FAR) planning group. Even after he was no longer able to docent, he visited us at the park a number of times. We were very pleased 
to participate in his 90th birthday party in May of 2008 in the Armstrong Group Picnic Area. 

Betty and Derrick Andrews



Volunteer  
Opportunities

Call the Stewards office:  
869-9177 x1# or email  
rherrick@mcn.org

Program Activities

Armstrong Redwoods 
   Visitor Center Staffing
   FAR 
   Docent Tour Guides     
   Trail Maintenance 
   Habitat Restoration Project 
   Pond Farm Interest Group

Sonoma Coast State Park 
   Visitor Center Staffing
   Seal Watch 
   Whale Watch 
   Tidepool Programs
   Watershed Program 
   Environmental Living Prog. 
   Sonoma Coast Stewardship

Other Projects
   Recycling & Firewood 
   Office Help & Special  
      Events 

Volunteer Program  
  Coordinators 
  Joyce Bacci, ARVC
  Lanny Keyston, AR Trails, FAR   
  Laura Parent, Pond Farm 
  Linda Fisher, Jenner VC 
  Bob Caricato, Seal Watch 
  Bea Brunn, Whale Watch 
  Suzanne Abrams, ELP 
  Fred Luna, Recycling 
  Vacant, Willow Creek Ed. 
  Bill Bambrick, Sonoma Coast  
       Water Quality Monitoring  
       and Trail Crew
  The Sorensons,  Marine  
       Debris & Beach Cleanups  
Hollis & Jerry Bewley,  
      Tidepool Programs 
 
State Park Volunteer 

Coordinators
Ranger Ellen Brem  
   Armstrong/Austin Creek 
Ranger Ben Vanden Heuvel 
  Sonoma Coast State Park
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Whale watch
Bea Brunn, Whale Mother

What a fantastic season we have had so far this year.  Everything  has 
been abnormal as far as both weather and whale sightings–but we 
sure have enjoyed it.

Every weekend we have been entertained by our juvenile whales 
that have been around since last summer.  In addition we have seen a 
few of them still heading south (which they normally do this time of 
year) to the delight of all our volunteers (both old-timers and new-
comers) along with the hundreds, if not thousands of visitors who 
have been coming to our beautiful coast.

We saw the first whales heading north at Bodega Head on February 
19–right on schedule, according to our records going back 18 years.  So we are seeing whales every 
weekend we are out at the Head–not too many and they have been somewhat further out than nor-
mal.  We are now waiting for the mothers/calves which should be coming in a few more weeks.  Ac-
cording to reports from down in the lagoons the numberof calves this year is far larger than last year.

Please come and join us at our beautiful Bodega Head.

volunteer orientations & seminars for 2011

The following Orientations and Seminars are still open
GENERAL ORIENTATIONS (required of new volunteers)
March 19, 2011, 9:00 am to Noon,  Armstrong Redwoods 
May 21, 2011, 9:00 am to Noon,  Armstrong Redwoods

PROGRAM SPECIFIC ORIENTATIONS
SEAL WATCH PROGRAM
Estuary Viewing by Kayak:  
Sat., June 4, 2011, 9:00 am - Noon,  
Summer Training: 1:00 – 4:00 pm
ARMSTRONG & JENNER VISITOR CENTERS
Orientation for Jenner:   
Sat., March 26, 2011, 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Orientation for Armstrong:   
Sat., April 9, 2011, 1 pm – 3 pm

SEMINARS 2011
Plant ID Hike at Armstrong Redwoods:  
	 Saturday, March 19, 12:30 - 3:00 pm
Archeology and History of Sonoma Coast:  
	 Saturday, March 26, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Wildlife of Western Sonoma County: 
	 Saturday,  April 9, 9:00 am -12:30 pm
Wildflower and Plant ID on the Sonoma Coast:  
	 Saturday, April 30, 9:00 am -12:00 pm
Pond Farm/the Legacy of Marguerite Wildenhain:  
	 Saturday, May 28, 10:00 am -12:30 pm

Register on our website 

for all 

Orientations and Seminars
www.stewardsofthecoastandredwoods.
org/seminar_registrationpage.htm

Ruby Herrick, Programs Manager

The seminars so far this year have been very well attended and have received rave reviews from 
participants. I want to thank the following volunteers who have assisted me and were crucial to their 
success, Hollis Bewley, Elizabeth Vega, Bob Caricato, Linda Price, Bill Bambrick, JoAnne Ackerman, and 
Rich Lawton. Don’t forget to register!
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SPRING ECOADVENTURES 

Jenner Headlands Hikes
Stewards is very pleased to offer hikes on the new Jenner Headlands acquisi-
tion in partnership with the Sonoma Land Trust and the Wildlands Conservancy. 
Each hike will leave from the Russian Gulch State Park parking area, which is 
approximately 3.2 miles north of the town of Jenner along Highway 1.  Traveling 
north the parking lot is located on the left side of the road (west).  Please plan 
on arriving at the parking lot promptly at 10am.  At this location we will provide 
a brief presentation about the property, fill out required liability forms, and then 
organize carpools to drive to the entrance located off of Highway 1. 
 
Jenner Headlands Coastal Hike
April 23, 2011, 10:00 am to 3:30 pm - FREE EVENT, bring a lunch including water 
Strenuous hike, must be in good physical condition  
 
The hike will take place along the coastal headlands of the property. This strenuous 4.0-mile roundtrip hike will ascend more than 
800 feet in elevation.  Along the way, hikers will be greeted with dazzling views of the Sonoma Coast (on clear days!). Some sections 
of the route are especially rough with uneven footing so please wear sturdy hiking boots. This hike is not for inexperienced hikers — 
you must be in good physical condition.  Along with the rough terrain comes the varying coastal weather that can bring bright, sunny 
skies or damp, cold, foggy and windy weather. We highly recommend dressing in layers and including a windbreaker jacket to protect 
you from the potentially biting coastal winds. 

Austin Creek Native Plant Hike
May 14, 2011, 10:00 am to 3:30 pm - bring a lunch including water 
Moderate hike  
Hike Leaders: Docents Norman Hill and Joyce Bacci  
 
Moderate hike to the Austin Creek serpentine area where you will see a wonder-
ful display of native plants. Meet at 10 am at the Armstrong Visitors Center at the 
entrance to Armstrong Redwoods, carpool to Schoolhouse Flat. You can expect 
to be back at your car by the Armstrong Visitor Center by 3:30. 
 
$15 per person fee - non-members, $5 per person - members 

Sonoma Coast Wildflower and Grasses Hike
May 21, 2011, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm - bring a snack and water 
Short easy walk with many stops for viewing, sketching or photography. 
Hike Leaders: Hollis and Jerry Bewley 
 
Get up-close and personal with coastal wildflowers and grasses on the Kortum Trail - 
meeting place TBD. Dress in layers, bring water, snack, hand lens and a camera or sketch-
pad if you like. Close-focusing binoculars are available for those who aren’t comfortable 
kneeling or sitting. We’ll examine the different parts of wildflowers and identify the families 
they belong to by their characteristics.  
 
$15 per person fee - non-members, $5 per person - members  

Fees help Stewards provide free environmental education programs for over 5,000 school children each year 
No one is turned away for inability to pay

Registration is required for all EcoAdventures.   
Register on our website www.stewardsofthecoastandredwoods.org/ecoadventure_registrationpage.htm  or  
email stewards@mcn.org or call (707) 869-9177
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Gary Frenkel 
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Pam Pilcher 
Jennifer & Jason Rose 
E.  Wolfson & B. Green
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New MembersIn Appreciation of our Donors
Foundations/Agencies
Bodega Bay Fisherman’s Festival 
California State Parks Foundation 
Save the Redwoods League 
Sebastopol Rotary 
 

Businesses/Corporations
North Bay Corporation
Sophies Cellars 
Webhelper 
 
Event Sponsors 2011 
To Date 
 

Sea Star - $2,000
Affinity Solar Energy 
 
Mushroom Sponsors - $500 plus
Russian River Recreation & Parks District

 

Osprey Circle Donors 
2010 to 2011
$1,000 plus
Dennis McAuliffe
James Barnes 
Carmen Finley

$500 plus
Doris Dickenson 
Terry Grant 
Tina Kelly 
Michael & Margaret Kennett 
The Neil and Amelia McDaniel  
     Charitable Trust
Laura Morgan
Rita and Jeremiah O’Neill 
Betty Reiss 
Gilbert Roberts/Penelope    
     Cohen 
Michael Von der Porten 
Julie and Kurt Whitaker 

Continued on page 8

old grove festival 2011
continued from page 2
This year we have decided to have one Old Grove Festival show. We feel that we have a good chance 
of selling out the show without competition between multiple shows. Tickets will go on sale mid-April 
and we do suggest you get your tickets early.  You won’t want to miss this fun evening in the magical, 
historic Forest Theater.

The Best Intentions - “Groove in the Grove”  
with Motown Classics 
The Best Intentions are an unforgettable experience of the great 
Motown acts of the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s, featuring dynamic tributes to 
The Temptations, The Four Tops, Smokey Robinson & The Miracles and 
Gladys Knight & The Pips. You can’t resist dancing and singing to these 
fabulous Classics.

September 17, 2010
Gates will open at 4:00 this year so there is plenty of time for 
serving the Great Feast at 1/2 hour intervals. The opening acts will 
start about 4:30 and our headliner will begin at 7:00 pm. 

Visit our website www.oldgrovefestival.org and watch a YouTube 
video of The Best Intentions.

Sponsors Needed
Stewards welcomes 
sponsorship dontions to 
help defray the expens-
es associated with our 
special events.  Sponsor-
ships benefits can be 
viewed on our website 
or contact Michele Luna 
for more information 
at mluna@mcn.org or 
(707) 869-9177 x4#. 

Trillium



YES, I’d like to become a member.
Senior/Student 		  $25.00
Individual		  $30.00
Family				    $45.00
Contributing		  $100.00
Supporting		  $150.00
Business			  $150.00
Patron				    $250.00 plus
Osprey Circle		  $500.00 plus

  Payment type: 	 Check	      Charge Card            Visa	     MC	 Total tax deductible donation  $______

  Make check payable to Stewards.	 Account #_________________________  Exp. Date____________

   Annual Renewal Date:  February 1	 Signature: _________________________	
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  Renewal Notice

Return Service Requested

Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods
Membership Form

Name(s)	 _ ________________________________

Address	 _ ________________________________

	 _ ________________________________

Phone	 _ ________________________________

Email	 _ ________________________________

I’d like to help with an additional donation of  $_______

Your Gift to the Future of State Park Volunteerism

   With your help future generations will enjoy quality interpretation through “Volunteers in Parks” pro-
grams for many years to come. A gift to Stewards is the simplest form of giving from your estate. There are 
several types of charitable bequests by will (or beneficiary designation). 
Sample:  
I hereby give and bequest to Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods, a nonprofit organization incorpo-
rated under the laws of the State of California, with a principal address at P.O. Box 2, Duncans Mills, 
CA 95430, _______percent of my estate, (or) the sum of _____dollars, (or) the following assets 
_____________________.

Bequests

Renewal

For Information on contributing to Stewards’ Endowment in support of Armstrong Redwoods  
please contact Michele Luna at the Stewards office (707) 869-9177 X4#.

Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods
PO Box 2, Duncans Mills, CA  95430
(707) 869.9177, FAX (707) 869.8252
stewards@mcn.org, stewardsofthecoastandredwoods.org

call 800-320-0476 to make a vehicle donation in the name of 

Stewards of the coast and redwoods

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
US Postage PAID

Permit No. 6
Duncans Mills 

95430

Senior/Students 
continued from page 7

Robert Alwitt 
Dorothy Bearnson 
Judy Cheung 
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Mary Kathy Dailey 
David Davis 
Anne Deukmedjian 
Pat Dupler 
Raleigh Elliott 
Sonja Flores 
Dolores Fruiht 
Dr. Martin Griffin 
Patricia & William Hatch 
Catherine Hickey 
J. Howard & C. Banks 
H.R. Knight & B. St. Louis 
Harry Lysell 
Libbe Madsen 
Lu Mattson 
Martha McCabe 
Bacon Steven 
Harry Sullivan 
Brook Trout 
Jean Wallis 
Michele Welch 
Larry Williams 
Harry Williamson 
 
 


