
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 STATE PARK BUDGET CUTS & CLOSURES 
FACT SHEET AND FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
On May 21, the Governor’s office announced a proposal to “eliminate the General Fund support 
for state parks.”   On May 26, representatives of the Department of Finance indicated that, 
specifically, the proposal is to take $70 million of the Department of Parks and Recreation’s 
(DPR) General Fund allocation in the 2009-10 Fiscal Year (which starts July 1, 2009) and the 
remainder of their General Fund – another $73 million – in the next budget year, FY 2010-11, for 
a total removal of $143 million.  Those representatives also indicated that the cuts will result in 
closures of as much as 80 percent of the state park system, approximately 223 state parks.   
 

• The state park system receives an annual General Fund allocation of approximately $145 million, 
less than 1/10 of one percent of the entire state budget and less than .62 percent of the estimated 
$24.3 billion budget deficit.   

 
• Last year’s proposal to close 48 state parks and reduce lifeguards from 16 popular state beaches 

was soundly rejected by tens of thousands of Californians across the state. The present proposal, 
to gain $143 million in “savings” is 10 times larger than last year’s proposal to save $13 million. 

 
• State parks have an economic multiplier effect in many communities that are already struggling 

in the current recession.  For every $1 spent supporting the state park system, $2.35 is returned to 
the state's General Fund through purchases in local economies and in the state parks themselves 
by park visitors. Given that “economic multiplier effect, the proposal could cost the state as much 
as $352.5 million in potential revenue ($150M x $2.35 = $352.5M). 

 
• In 2008, almost 80 million visits were made to state parks by Californians and tourists to enjoy 

the natural, cultural and historic values in our state parks. 
 
• The Governor’s proposal will severely impact Californians, particularly in these tough economic 

times. State parks are more popular than ever with the public and have experienced a record 
number of camping reservations this summer.  This year, more than 25,000 nights have been 
reserved for camping reservations, compared to 20,700 in 2008 and 19,7000 in 2007.  (Source: 
http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/712/files/2009memorialdaycampingtrend.pdf.pdf)  
 
 

Q &A  
 
Q: Does this recent proposal mean that state parks will be closing? 
Representatives of the Governor’s office have said that in order to gain the General Fund savings, as 
much as 80 percent of the state park system may be closed, which is approximately 223 state parks. It  

Save Our State Parks Campaign (a campaign of the California State Parks Foundation) 
1510 J Street, Suite 120 Sacramento, CA 95814  (916)442-2119 

 
  May  27, 2009   

http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/712/files/2009memorialdaycampingtrend.pdf.pdf


Save Our State Parks Campaign (a campaign of the California State Parks Foundation) 
1510 J Street, Suite 120 Sacramento, CA 95814  (916)442-2119 

 
  May  27, 2009   

is important to remember, however, that this cut to state parks funding is a proposal from the 
Governor. Any budget changes must be approved by the Legislature, and we don’t yet know if the 
Legislature will agree with this proposal.   
 
Q: Which parks are closing under the Governor’s proposal?  
At this time, we do not have a list of specific parks that will be closed. A list may be made available 
after May 28.  
 
Q: How quickly will state parks be closed?  
Neither the Governor’s office nor the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) have announced 
the timing of any closures, if the Legislature adopts them. It has been widely discussed that the 
Legislature and Governor need to agree on a new budget by the beginning of July. Media reports 
have indicated that the DPR does not plan to close any state parks until after Labor Day.  But it’s 
nearly impossible to pinpoint the date when a new state budget will be in place and when—and if—
any state park closures are part of the budget.  
 
Q: Will day use passes/annual pass still be valid? 
Right now, the passes will still be honored at state parks for day use and Californians should continue 
to visit and enjoy our state parks. If park closures do begin, it’s likely that the passes will no longer 
be valid for most state parks.  
 
Q: How can Californians help save our state parks?  
You can visit www.calparks.org/stopclosures to send a message to your legislators and the Governor. 
Advocates can also go directly to the SOS campaign web site at www.savestateparks.org to get the 
latest information and officially register opposition to this proposal. Once you’ve signed up, you’ll 
receive information about calling, faxing and writing your elected officials and the Governor to make 
your voice heard on this proposal.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Save Our State Parks (SOS) Campaign is a statewide, grassroots campaign to keep California’s magnificent 
state parks open. In partnership with organizations, businesses, local governments, and individuals around the 
state, the California State Parks Foundation is leading SOS Campaign activities and generating awareness and 
action about these unacceptable budget proposals. For more information visit www.savestateparks.org/ 
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